@® NO SURGERY

Man saved from toe
amputation

Express News Service
Mangalore, April 22

It provides new hope to complicated
wounds in people with diabetes, vas-
cular or kidney diseases, where ma-

A 62-year-old diabetic patient was jor surgery is not possible.

saved from possible amputation of
his toe by experts at the Yenepoya
Specialty Hospital here.

The man from Bhatkal was suffer-
ing from a wound on his big toe
since a few months. As he was dia-
betic, blood flow to the leg was
blocked and the doctors decided to
remove the toe. The patient was re-
ferred to Dr Satish Bhat, consultant
plastic surgeon, at Yenepoya Special-
ity Hospital.

After an initial surgery, the in-
fected soft tissues and the bone were
removed and he was put on suction
therapy. Within two weeks, the
wound began to heal despite poor
blood flow to the foot. Once a major
part of the wound had healed, the
man was discharged.

The technique, called Vacuum As-
sisted Closure (VAC), has been devel-
oped world-wide over the past few
years as a reliable way to heal
wounds in difficult circumstances.




Unique
surgery
performed

MANGALORE, DHNS: A
UNIUE FECONIrICTIve surgery
was performed at Yenepoya
Speciahty Hospital in Man-
galore last month.
According to a press re
lease, a 62-year-old diabenc
businessman from Bhatkal
was suffering from a deep in-
fected wound on hus great toe
for a few months. the wound
had a deep extension to the
adjacent bones as well and
did not improve even after a
series of speciahsed treat-
ments. Due to diabetes and
blockage of blood vessels to
the toe, the wound failed to
heal and amputation of the
affected part was the only re-
liable treatment suggested.

Consultant Plastic Sur-

geon at Yenepoya Hospital
Dr Sansh Bhat removed the
infected soft ussue and bone
through an imtial surgery
and started suction therapy
(Vaccum assisted closure-
VAC) The wound was regu-
larly watched and cleaned for
the next 8 o 10 days and by
twa weeks the wound had
comvincingly begun to heal
i spite of the poor blood flow
to the foot. The patent was
discharged after 3 weeks.
The release said that VAC
has been developed world-
wicke over the last fow Yearsas
a rehiable way to heal wounds
in difficult circumstances, the

S|

release added. /
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